
Sondheim in Context 
 
The Mentor Generation (Major Musical Works in the 1940s & ‘50s) 
*=Tony Award for Best Score (first year of award: 1948-49) 
 
Richard Rodgers (1902-1979, music) & Oscar Hammerstein II (1895-1960, lyrics) 

• 1943: Oklahoma! 
• 1945: Carousel 
• 1947: Allegro 
• 1949: *South Pacific (Pulitzer Prize, 1950) 
• 1951: *The King and I 
• 1953: Me and Juliet 
• 1955: Pipe Dream 
• 1957: Cinderella (television) 
• 1958: Flower Drum Song 
• 1959: *The Sound of Music 

 
Irving Berlin (1888-1989)—music & lyrics 

• 1940: Louisiana Purchase 
• 1942: This is the Army 
• 1946: Annie Get Your Gun 
• 1949: Miss Liberty 
• 1950: *Call Me Madam 
• 1962: Mr. President 

 
Cole Porter (1891-1964)—music & lyrics 

• 1934: Anything Goes 
• 1940: Panama Hattie 
• 1943: Something for the Boys 
• 1948: *Kiss Me, Kate 
• 1950: Out of this World 
• 1952: Can-Can 
• 1956: High Society (film) 

 
Jule Styne (1905-1994, music) 

• 1947: High Button Shoes (lyrics: Sammy Cahn) 
• 1949: Gentlemen Prefer Blondes (lyrics: Leo Robin) 
• 1956: Bells Are Ringing (lyrics: Betty Comden & Adolph Green) 
• 1959: Gypsy (lyrics: Stephen Sondheim) 
• 1960: Do Re Mi (lyrics: Betty Comden & Adolph Green) 
• 1963: Funny Girl (lyrics: Bob Merrill) 
• 1967: *Hallelujah, Baby! (lyrics: Betty Comden & Adolph Green) 
• 1972: Sugar (lyrics: Bob Merrill) 
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Frank Loesser (1910-1969)—music & lyrics, *book 
• 1948: Where’s Charley? 
• 1950: *Guys and Dolls 
• 1952: Hans Christian Anderson (film) 
• 1956: The Most Happy Fella 
• 1960: Greenwillow 
• 1961: *How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying (Pulitzer Prize) 

 
Alan Jay Lerner (1918-1986, lyrics) & Frederick Loewe (1901-1988, music) 

• 1947: Brigadoon 
• 1951: Paint Your Wagon 
• 1956: *My Fair Lady 
• 1960: Camelot 
• 1973: *Gigi 

 
Leonard Bernstein (1918-1990)—Music  

• 1944: On the Town (lyrics: Betty Comden & Adolph Green) 
• 1953: *Wonderful Town (lyrics: Betty Comden & Adolph Green) 
• 1956: Candide (lyrics by Richard Wilbur, John Latouche, Dorothy Parker, Lillian Hellman, 

Stephen Sondheim, and Bernstein) 
• 1957: West Side Story (lyrics: Stephen Sondheim) 
• 1976: 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue (lyrics: Alan Jay Lerner) 

 
The Contemporaries (Major Musical Works in the 1960s, ’70s, ’80s, & ’90s) 
*=Tony Award for Best Score 
 
Mary Rodgers (1931-2014)—music 

• 1959: Once Upon a Mattress (lyrics: Marshall Barer) 
• 1966: The Mad Show (lyrics: Barer, Larry Siegel, Steven Vinaver, & Stephen Sondheim) 

 
John Kander (b. 1927, music) & Fred Ebb (1928-2004, lyrics) 

• 1965: Flora, The Red Menace 
• 1966: *Cabaret 
• 1968: The Happy Time 
• 1968: Zorba 
• 1971: 70, Girls, 70 
• 1975: Chicago 
• 1978: The Act 
• 1981: Woman of the Year 
• 1984: The Rink 
• 1992: Kiss of the Spider Woman 
• 1997: Steel Pier 
• 2006: Curtains 
• 2010: The Scottsboro Boys 
• 2015: The Visit 
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Jerry Bock (1928-2010, music) & Sheldon Harnick (b. 1924, lyrics) 
• 1959: *Fiorello! (Pulitzer Prize) 
• 1960: Tenderloin 
• 1963: She Loves Me 
• 1964: *Fiddler on the Roof 
• 1966: The Apple Tree 
• 1970: The Rothschilds 

 
Jerry Herman (b. 1931)—music & lyrics 

• 1961: Milk and Honey 
• 1964: *Hello, Dolly! 
• 1966: Mame 
• 1969: Dear Word 
• 1974: Mack & Mabel 
• 1979: The Grand Tour 
• 1983: La Cage aux Folles 

 
Stephen Schwartz (b. 1948)—music & lyrics: 

• 1970: Godspell 
• 1972: Pippin 
• 1974: The Magic Show 
• 1976: The Baker’s Wife 
• 1978: Working 
• 1991: Children of Eden 
• 2003: Wicked 

 
      Lyrics only: 

• 1986: Rags (music: Charles Strouse) 
• 1995: Pocahontas (film; music: Alan Menken) 
• 1996: The Hunchback of Notre Dame (film; music: Alan Menken) 
• 2007: Enchanted (film; music: Alan Menken) 

 
Andrew Lloyd Webber (b. 1948)—music 
 
     With Tim Rice (b. 1944, lyrics) 

• 1967: Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat 
• 1970: Jesus Christ Superstar 
• 1978: Evita 

 
     Works with Other Lyricists: 

• 1979: Tell Me On a Sunday (also known as Song and Dance; lyrics by Don Black) 
• 1981: Cats (lyrics from T. S. Eliot’s Old Possum’s Book of Practical Cats) 
• 1984: Starlight Express (lyrics: Richard Stilgoe & others) 
• 1986: The Phantom of the Opera (lyrics: Charles Hart and Richard Stilgoe 
• 1989: Aspects of Love (lyrics: Don Black and Charles Hart) 
• 1993: Sunset Boulevard (lyrics: Don Black and Christopher Hampton) 
• 2009: Love Never Dies (lyrics: Glenn Slater) 
• 2015: School of Rock (lyrics: Glenn Slater) 
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Alan Menken (b. 1949)—music  
 
     With Howard Ashman (1950-1991, lyrics) 

• 1979: God Bless You, Mr. Rosewater 
• 1982: Little Shop of Horrors 
• 1989: The Little Mermaid (film) 
• 1991: Beauty and the Beast (film) 
• 1992, 2011: Aladdin (film, stage; additional lyrics by Tim Rice & Chad Beguelin) 

 
     With Jack Feldman (lyrics) 

• 2011: *Newsies The Musical 
 
     With Glenn Slater (b. 1968, lyrics) 

• 2009: Sister Act 
• 2012: Leap of Faith 
• 2016: A Bronx Tale: The Musical 

 
Lynn Ahrens (b. 1947, lyrics) and Stephen Flaherty (b. 1960, music) 

• 1990: Once on This Island 
• 1992: My Favorite Year 
• 1998: Ragtime 
• 2000: Seussical 
• 2014: Rocky 
• 2017: Anastasia 

 
William Finn (b. 1952)—music & lyrics 

• 1979-90: In Trousers, March of the Falsettos, & Falsettoland (Off-Broadway trilogy of one-acts) 
• 1992: *Falsettos  
• 1998: A New Brain 
• 2000: Infinite Joy (revue) 
• 2003: Elegies: A Song Cycle 
• 2005: The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee 
• 2006: Make Me a Song (revue) 

 
The Successors (Major Musical Works after 2000) 
*=Tony Award for Best Score 
 
Marc Shaiman (b. 1959, music) and Scott Wittman (b. 1954, lyrics) 

• 2002: *Hairspray 
• 2011: Catch Me If You Can 
• 2012: Smash (television) 
• 2013: Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
• 2018: Mary Poppins Returns (film) 

 
Jonathan Larson (1960-1996)—music & lyrics 

• 1991: tick, tick . . . BOOM! 
• 1996: *Rent (Pulitzer Prize) 
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Jeanine Tesori (b. 1961)—music 

• 1997: Violet (lyrics: Brian Crawley; Revived in 2014) 
• 2002: Thoroughly Modern Millie (11 new songs; lyrics: Dick Scanlan) 
• 2004: Caroline, or Change (lyrics: Tony Kushner) 
• 2008: Shrek The Musical (lyrics: David Lindsay-Abaire) 
• 2015: *Fun Home (lyrics: Lisa Kron) 

 
David Yazbek (b. 1961)—music & lyrics 

• 2000: The Full Monty 
• 2005: Dirty Rotten Scoundrels 
• 2010: Women on the Verge of a Nervous Breakdown 
• 2017: *The Band’s Visit 

 
Adam Guettel (b. 1964)—music & lyrics 

• 1996: Floyd Collins 
• 1998: Myths and Hymns (Saturn’s Return) 
• 2005: *The Light in the Piazza 
• 2007: The Princess Bride (abandoned) 

 
Jason Robert Brown (b. 1970)—music & lyrics 

• 1995: Songs for a New World 
• 1998: *Parade 
• 2002: The Last Five Years 
• 2003: Urban Cowboy (five songs) 
• 2008: 13 
• 2014: *The Bridges of Madison County 
• 2015: Honeymoon in Vegas 

 
Robert Lopez (b. 1975)—music & lyrics (except as noted) 

• 2003: *Avenue Q (with Jeff Marx) 
• 2011: *The Book of Mormon (with Trey Parker & Matt Stone) 
• 2018: Frozen (music & lyrics with Kristen Anderson-Lopez) 

 
Lin-Manuel Miranda (b. 1980)—music & lyrics 

• 2008: *In the Heights 
• 2012: Bring It On The Musical (add’l music by Tom Kitt; add’l lyrics by Amanda Green) 
• 2015: *Hamilton (Pulitzer Prize) 

 
Benj Pasek (b. 1985) and Justin Paul (b. 1985)—each credited with music & lyrics 

• 2012: A Christmas Story 
• 2012: Dogfight 
• 2013: Smash (television) 
• 2016: *Dear Evan Hansen 
• 2016: La La Land (film) 

 


