
Sondheim 101

OLLI Fall Semester 2018 • Alan Teasley, Instructor

Class 10 • Stephen Sondheim in Context
Today’s Focus: Sondheim’s Mentors, 

Contemporaries, and Successors

Sondheim 
Reflects on His 

Career
Face to Face with 

Stephen Sondheim  
(BBC, 1994) 

Broadway HD Channel  
(15 min)

The Mentor Generation

Richard Rodgers & 
Oscar Hammerstein 
Irving Berlin 
Cole Porter 
Frank Loesser 
Alan Jay Lerner & 
Frederick Loewe 
Leonard Bernstein  
Jule Styne

Sondheim 
Contemporaries

John Kander & Fred Ebb 
Jerry Bock & Sheldon 
Harnick 
Jerry Herman 
Stephen Schwartz 
Andrew Lloyd-Webber 
Alan Menken 
Lynn Ahrens & Stephen 
Flaherty 
William Finn

Sondheim Successors

Jonathan Larson 
Jeanine Tesori 
Adam Guettel 
Jason Robert Brown 
Marc Shaiman & Scott 
Wittman 
Robert Lopez 
Lin-Manuel Miranda 
Benj Pasek & Justin Paul 
David Yazbek



“Teaching is a 
sacred profession 

to me.” 

(Song 6: “Sunday”)

Six by Sondheim  
(Directed by James Lapine, 

HBO, 2014) 

(11 minutes)

Sondheim 101: “Top 25” Songs 2018

By the Numbers: 

23 Surveys Submitted 
300 Songs on the Survey (+/-) 
137 Songs selected at least once 
27 Songs in the “Top 25” (>6 votes) 
8 shows scored in the Top 25 
1 show placed 8 in the Top 27 
#1 song had 19 votes

Reflections on Today’s Class
Fill out the OLLI Survey Online


