Follies (1971): Climactic Scene before “Loveland”

THE YOUNGER COUPLES (in the past):
YOUNG BEN: You’ll make a good wife, Phyl.
YOUNG PHYLLIS: I’ll try. Oh Ben, I'll try so
hard. I'm not much now, | know that, but I’ll

study and I'll read and I'll walk my feet off in
the Metropolitan Museum.

YOUNG PHYLLIS: | love you, Ben.

YOUNG BEN: Someday I'll have the biggest
goddamn limousine.

YOUNG PHYLLIS: We’ve got each other, Ben.
What difference does it make?

(Young Buddy enters)

YOUNG BUDDY: You’re my best friend, best |
ever had, Ben.

YOUNG BUDDY: You wouldn’t screw around
with Sally. Take her dancing, maybe, but that’s
all, right?

YOUNG BUDDY: That'’s all—right, Ben?
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THE OLDER COUPLES (today):

PHYLLIS: | tried so hard. | studied and |
read. | didn’t think | was much—I was
terrific. And | walked my goddamn feet off.
(To Young Phyllis) What happened to you,
Phyl?

BEN (To Young Ben): She did—and what
did you give her?

BEN (To Young Ben with loathing): You were
so smart.

PHYLLIS (To Young Phyllis): Where did you
go?

BEN (To Young Ben): You had it all and you
threw it away.

(Buddy enters, steaming.)
BUDDY: There you are you bastard.

BEN (Wrenching himself into the present):
What?

BUDDY: You fourteen-carat bastard.

BEN: What’s all this about?

BUDDY: You know damn well what this is
about.

BEN: | don’t understand.
BUDDY: Yes, you do
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Follies (1971): Climactic Scene before “Loveland”

YOUNG BEN: She’s a sweet kid, but that’s
where it stops.

BUDDY: What did you do to her?
YOUNG BUDDY: You’re a goddamn liar.

YOUNG BEN: Screw you.
SALLY (Appearing with Young Sally; to
Ben): It’s getting late, Ben. We should go.

PHYLLIS (To Ben): You’re not in love with
Sally. Boy, you take the cake.

SALLY: Have you told Phyl yet?

BEN: But | never said | loved you, did 1?
YOUNG SALLY: Now, if you really love me.
YOUNG BEN: Love you, yes, | love you.

YOUNG SALLY: Then why not?
BEN: I’'m sorry, | never meant to hurt you,
but, Sally, it was finished years ago.
YOUNG BUDDY (To Young Sally): You really
love me, don’t you, kid?

YOUNG SALLY: With all my heart, Buddy . . .
BUDDY (7o Young Sally): That’s a lie.

SALLY: Please, Ben, I'd like to go now.

BUDDY (7o Sally): Ben ran out and | was
there. That’s all it was.

YOUNG SALLY (To Young Ben): | want a reason.
Am | cheap? Is that it? I’'m not good enough.

YOUNG BEN: Think what you goddamn please.

YOUNG SALLY: Don’t leave me, Ben.
SALLY (Turning on Young Sally): You fool!

YOUNG PHYLLIS (To Young Ben): | want a baby,
Ben.

SALLY (To Young Sally): You could have had
him, but you played it wrong.

YOUNG PHYLLIS (To Young Ben): Ben, can’t we
have one, can’t we try?

Book © James Goldman (1971, 2001) + Lyrics © Stephen Sondheim (1971, 1983) Page 2 of 5



Follies (1971): Climactic Scene before “Loveland”

(Sally and Buddy speak simultaneously.)

SALLY(To Young Sally): You had him crazy
for you but you let him up your skirt too
soon!

BUDDY (To Young Buddy): You took her
back. She two-timed you and you married
her.

(Phyllis and Ben speak simultaneously.)

PHYLLIS (To Ben): Now | see right through
you. Hollow, that’s what you are. You’re an
empty place.

BEN (To Young Ben): You never loved her.
Why’d you marry her? Because it made
sense? Is that all, for chrissake?

(All four speak simultaneously, each of them
turning on their past self with mounting rage
as if they mean to do physical violence to
the memories.)

BEN (To Young Ben): Smart. You knew what
you were doing: both eyes open. You can’t
spend your life with someone you don’t
love. It’s crazy. You unfeeling bastard on the
make. Look what you’ve done to me!

BUDDY (To Young Buddy): She never loved
you and you knew it. In your guts you damn
well knew it. What did you expect, for
chrissakes? Married to a girl like that. You
pissed my life away, that’s what you did to
me.

PHYLLIS (To Young Phyllis): He never loved
you and you knew it. Deep down you knew.
You thought he’d change if you loved him
enough. You silly bitch, you fool. You threw
my life away!

SALLY (To Young Sally): The only man | ever
wanted, and you lost him for me.
Everything, you lost me everything. You
tramp. You left me here with nothing. |
could kill you. | could die!
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Follies (1971): Climactic Scene before “Loveland”

(All eight at once. It’s now senseless, and frightening.)

YOUNG BUDDY (To Young Sally):

Baby | love you so much. The moon, I'll buy it for

you. Everything you ever wanted, baby, that’s
what Buddy’s going to get for you.

YOUNG SALLY(To Young Buddy): Honey, you’re
the only one. The things you do to me. The way

you make me feel. | love it, Buddy. Geez, | love
you.

YOUNG PHYLLIS (To Young Ben):

Dearest, oh my dearest Ben, I'll be so good for
you, you’ll be so happy, I’ll be everything you
ever wanted, just for you.

YOUNG BEN (To Young Phyllis): Darling, to the
top. That’s where we’re going: straight up, and
the view from there, the view is something.

BUDDY (To Young Buddy): | could have had
a great life all along. | had the wrong wife,
that was all. You’ve screwed me and I'll get
you for it!

SALLY (To Young Sally): I'll pay you back,
that’s what I'll do. For all the things | never
had. You’re gonna pay!

PHYLLIS (To Young Phyllis): I've had no life
—I haven’t lived. You can’t do what you’ve
done to me and get away with it.

BEN (To Young Ben): You killed me—I've
been dead for thirty years. It’s all your work-
you did it!

(As the madness of the confrontation hits its peak, heavenly music is heard and we find
ourselves transported to Loveland: a Ziegfeld extravaganza, complete with costumed Chorus
and a bevy of Showgirls. The Chorus sings as the eight protagonists are swallowed up in the

celebration.)
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Follies (1971): Climactic Scene Leading to “Loveland”

“LOVELAND”

CHORUS:

Time stops, hearts are young.
Only serenades are sung

In Loveland,

Where everybody lives to love.
Raindrops never rain.

Every road is Lover’s Lane

In Loveland,

Where everybody loves to live

See that sunny sun and honeymoon.
There where seven hundred days hath June.

Sweetheart, take my hand,
Let us find that wondrous land
Called Loveland, Loveland, Loveland ...

VARIOUS SHOWGIRLS:

L is for the Long Long road ahead

That leads all lovers to the landscape of their
dreams

O is for the Overwhelming Optimism
Only lovers know, or so it seems.

V is for the Various Vicissitudes they’ll
weather,

Because it’s also for the vow they made
together.

E is for the Endless Expectations
Lovers Elevate so often to extremes.

L is for the Lies that get perfected,
A is for the Aims that go awry.

N is for the Needs that get neglected,
D is for the Doubts that never die.

CHORUS:
Loveland,
Where everybody loves to live.

Lovers pine and sigh but never part.
Time is measured by a beating heart.
Bells right, fountains splash,

Folks use kisses ‘stead of cash

In Loveland, Loveland ...

Love, Love, Loveland . ..

Lovel!
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Song Sequence Following “Loveland”
THE FOLLY OF YOUTH:

“You’re Gonna Love Tomorrow”
Young Ben & Young Phyllis

“Love Will See Us Through”
Young Buddy & Young Sally

BUDDY’S FOLLY:

“The God-Why-Don’t-You-Love-Me Blues”
Buddy (with “Margie” and “Sally”)

SALLY’S FOLLY:

“Losing My Mind”
Sally

PHYLLIS’S FOLLY:

“The Story of Lucy and Jessie”
Phyllis

BEN’S FOLLY:

“Live, Love, Laugh”
Ben
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