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OLLI Fall Semester 2018 • Alan Teasley, Instructor

Class 10 • Stephen Sondheim in Context

Goals of the Course

You will: 
Be familiar with 12 of 
Sondheim’s major shows (and be 
able to hum at least one song 
from each!) 
Understand Sondheim’s 
aesthetic principles in writing 
music and lyrics for the stage  
Know some influences on 
Sondheim and how his 
collaborators have shaped his 
work 
Place Sondheim’s work in the 
context of 20th century musical 
theater.

Sondheim 
Contemporaries

John Kander & Fred Ebb 
Jerry Bock & Sheldon 
Harnick 
Jerry Herman 
Stephen Schwartz 
Andrew Lloyd-Webber 
Alan Menken 
Lynn Ahrens & Stephen 
Flaherty 
William Finn

John Kander (b. 1927) &  
Fred Ebb (1928-2004)

1965: Flora, The Red Menace 

1966: Cabaret 
1968: Zorba 

1975: Chicago 
1978: The Act 

1981: Woman of the Year 
1984: The Rink 
1992: Kiss of the Spider Woman 

1997: Steel Pier 
2006: Curtains 

2010: The Scottsboro Boys 
2015: The Visit

Jerry Bock (1928-2010) &  
Sheldon Harnick (b. 1924)

1959: Fiorello! (Pulitzer)  

1960: Tenderloin 
1963: She Loves Me 

1964: Fiddler on the Roof 
1966: The Apple Tree 

1970: The Rothschilds

Jerry Herman (b. 1931)

1961: Milk and Honey 
1964: Hello, Dolly! 

1966: Mame 
1969: Dear World 

1974: Mack & Mabel 

1979: The Grand Tour 
1983: La Cage aux Folles



Stephen Schwartz (b. 1948)

1970: Godspell 
1972: Pippin 

1974: The Magic Show 

1976: The Baker’s Wife 
1978: Working 

1991: Children of Eden 
2003: Wicked

Andrew Lloyd-Webber (b. 1948) 
with various lyricists

1967: Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat (Rice) 

1970: Jesus Christ Superstar 
(Rice) 
1978: Evita (Rice) 

1981: Cats (Eliot) 
1986: The Phantom of the 
Opera (Hart & Stilgoe) 

1993: Sunset Boulevard (Black 
& Hampton) 
2009: Love Never Dies (Slater) 

2015: School of Rock (Slater)

Alan Menken (b. 1949)—music 
with Howard Ashman (1950-1991)—lyrics

1979: God Bless You, Mr. 
Rosewater 

1982: Little Shop of 
Horrors 

1989: The Little Mermaid 
(film) 
1991: Beauty and the 
Beast (film) 
1992: Aladdin (film)

Alan Menken (b. 1949) 
with other lyricists

2009: Sister Act (Slater) 
2011: Newsies (Feldman) 

2012: Leap of Faith 
(Slater) 

2016: A Bronx Tale: The 
Musical (Slater)

Lynn Ahrens (b. 1947) & 
Stephen Flaherty (b. 1960)

1990: Once on This Island 

1992: My Favorite Year 
1998: Ragtime 

2000: Seussical 
2014: Rocky 

2017: Anastasia

William Finn (b. 1952)

1979-90: The Marvin Trilogy 

1992: Falsettos 

1998: A New Brain 
2000: Infinite Joy 

2003: Elegies: A Song Cycle 
2005: The 25th Annual 
Putnam County Spelling 
Bee


