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Class 10 • Stephen Sondheim in Context

Goals of the Course

You will: 
Be familiar with 12 of 
Sondheim’s major shows (and be 
able to hum at least one song 
from each!) 
Understand Sondheim’s 
aesthetic principles in writing 
music and lyrics for the stage  
Know some influences on 
Sondheim and how his 
collaborators have shaped his 
work 
Place Sondheim’s work in the 
context of 20th century musical 
theater.

Today’s Focus: Sondheim’s Mentors, 
Contemporaries, and Successors

The Mentor Generation

Richard Rodgers & 
Oscar Hammerstein 
Irving Berlin 
Cole Porter 
Frank Loesser 
Alan Jay Lerner & 
Frederick Loewe 
Leonard Bernstein  
Jule Styne

Richard Rodgers (1902-1979) & 
Oscar Hammerstein (1895-1960)

1943: Oklahoma! 
1945: Carousel 
1947: Allegro 
1949: South Pacific (Pulitzer) 
1951: The King and I 
1953: Me and Juliet 
1955: Pipe Dream 
1957: Cinderella (TV) 
1958: Flower Drum Song 
1959: The Sound of Music

Irving Berlin (1888-1989)

1940: Lousiana Purchase 

1942: This Is the Army 
1946: Annie Get Your Gun 
1949: Miss Liberty 

1950: Call Me Madam 
1962: Mr. President



Cole Porter (1891-1964)

1934: Anything Goes 
1940: Panama Hattie 
1943: Something for the              
Boys 
1948: Kiss Me, Kate 
1950: Out of This World 
1952: Can-Can 
1956: High Society (film)

Frank Loesser (1920-1969)

1948: Where’s Charley? 
1950: Guys and Dolls 
1952: Hans Christian 
Anderson (film) 
1956: The Most Happy 
Fella 

1960: Greenwillow 
1961: How to Succeed in 
Business Without Really 
Trying (Pulitzer)

Alan Jay Lerner (1918-1986) & 
Frederick Loewe (1901-1988)

1947: Brigadoon 

1951: Paint Your Wagon 
1956: My Fair Lady 
1960: Camelot 

1973: Gigi

Leonard Bernstein (1918-1990) 
with various lyricists

1944: On the Town* 
1953: Wonderful Town* 
1956: Candide (Wilbur, 
Latouche, et al.) 
1957: West Side Story 
(Sondheim) 
1976: 1600 Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue (Lerner)  

    *Lyrics by Comden & Green

Jule Styne (1905-1994) 
with various lyricists

1947: High Button Shoes 
(Sammy Cahn) 
1949: Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes (Leo Robin) 
1956: Bells Are Ringing* 
1959: Gypsy (Sondheim) 
1960: Do Re Mi*  
1963: Funny Girl (Merrill) 
1967: Hallelujah, Baby!*  
1972: Sugar (Merrill) 

    *Lyrics by Comden & Green

A Timeless “Mentor” Scene 

Rodgers & Hammerstein 

“If I Loved You” 
(Carousel, 1945) 

Performed by Kelli O’Hara & Nathan 
Gunn with the New York 

Philharmonic 

(“Live from Lincoln Center,” 2013)


